REIGN OF FREDERICK BARJ3AROSSA.

173

terest to give to all its maxims the greatest weight and the
fullest application. Men just emerging from barbarism,
with minds unaccustomed to create and blindly submissive
to authority, viewed written texts with an awe to us
incomprehensible. All that the most servile jurists of
Rome had ever ascribed to their despotic princes was
directly transferred to the Csesarean majesty who inherited
their name. He was * Lord of the world/ absolute master
of the lives and property of all his subjects, that is, of all
men; the sole fountain of legislation, the embodiment of
right and justice. These doctrines, which the great Bo- j
lognese jurists, Bulgarus, Martinus, Hugolinus, and others
who constantly surrounded Frederick, taught and applied,
as matter of course, to a Teutonic, a feudal king, were by
the rest of the world not denied, were accepted in fervent
faith by his German and Italian partisans. ' To the
Emperor belongs the protection of the whole world/ says
bishop Otto of Freysing. e The Emperor is a living law
upon earth6/ To Frederick, at Roncaglia, the archbishop
of Milan speaks for the assembled magnates of Lom-
bardy: ' Do and ordain whatsoever thou wilt, thy will is
law; as it is written, " Quicquid principi placuit legis habet
vigorem, cum populus ei et in eum omne suum imperium
et potestatem concesseritV" The Hohenstaufen himself
was not slow to accept these magnificent ascriptions cf
dignity, and though modestly professing his wish to govern
according to law rather than override the law, was
doubtless roused by them to a more vehement assertion
of a prerogative so hallowed by age and by what seemed
a divine ordinance.

That assertion was most loudly called for in Italy.

* Document of 1230, quoted by
Von Raumer, r. p. 81.

f Speech of archbishop of Milan,
in Radewic; Mur., S. R. 7., vL
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